THE   COURT OF BERLIN                      57

vinced also that lie (Hertzberg) is useful to France,
which is influenced by the uncle because he holds the
English system in abhorrence I have exerted every
effort to induce Prince Henry (who wants nothing but
dissimulation) to reconcile himself with Count Hertz-
berg, and thus put his nephew out of fear. This he
might with the greater security do, because Hertzberg,
relative to him, could be nothing more than a first clerk,
who, if he should act uprightly, would make as good a
clerk as another; and who, should he endeavor to deceive,
might be the more easily crushed, after having been
admitted a colleague.

I have had much, difficulty in persuading him, for
Baron Knyphausen, the brother-in-law of Hertzberg, and
his irreconcilable enemy, because that their interests
clash, is possessed of the entire political confidence of
the Prince, of which he is worthy, for he is a very able
man, and perhaps the only able man in Prussia; but
as he is in danger of a confirmed palsy as his mind
and body both decay, and as the Prince himself per-
ceives they do, I was able to effect my purpose by
dwelling on all these circumstances, while I heaped
exaggerated praise on Baron Enyphausen, and expressed
infinite regret for his situation; so that I have prevailed
on the Prince, and have personally received a commis-
sion to negotiate an accommodation between him and
Hertzberg; for which purpose I shall go the day after
to-morrow to Potsdam.

What may I aug"ar from all this? Weakness only and
incoherency. It appears indubitable that petty cabals,
the fine arts, the blues, the subalterns, the wardrobe,
and particularly the mystics, will engross the new King.
I have anecdotes innumerable on this subject, by which
I shall endeavor to profit, and which I shall communi-
cate in good time. Has he any system? I believe not.
Any understanding-? Of that I doubt. Any character? I
cannot tell; my present opinion is that no conclusions,
for or against, ought yet to be drawn.

To memorials exceedingly well drawn up by Prince
Henry and Baron Knyphausen, all tending to demonstrate
that, should Prussia, attach itself to the English system, received; and into which sont whatever mightself to Brunswick, and attaching
